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Abstract

Project Code : TRG4780002

Project Title: Peasant Ecology : The Cultural History and Ecological Wisdom of the People in
the Maekhong basin

Investigator: Tunwa Chaiteing , Kalasin Rajabhat University

E-mail Address : Parivuthagul @ yahoo.com

Project Period : 1 July 2004- 30 June 2006

The global ecological imbalance has as one of its major causes the people’s means of
development and lifestyle. Economic growth and advancement in science and technology have been
accented. Whatever is related to increment of incomes would be praised, whereas lifestyles and
cultures that do not create income or create small income and are uncivilized would be regarded as
valueless. This is especially true among farmers, who are looked down as the low-class level group
in the society along the course of development.This research study was aimed at studying the
cultural history and ecological wisdom of local peoples of the Maekhong basin. The study applies the
use of a qualitative research technique and ecology survey on Sakhonnakhon-Nakhonphanom basin.

The study reveals that the local peoples call “peasant farmers” are not just rice growers who
have been taken advantages of and referred to as poor people. The two-year survey and qualitative
research study on the lifestyle of farmers of Sakhonnakhon - Nakhonphanom “Sri Kotaboon Basin”
reveals that farmers are growers of history and culture. The vision of life of farmers means living
with the nature supportively and respectfully as a part of it. This is the basis leading to balanced
ecology. Possessing natural resources is only temporary: no one has the true rights. Paddy fields
and forests have their guardian spirits and farmers are part of system , that we call oriental wisdom
of ecological management. Living with the nature and seeking a peaceful society is the hope of all
farmers.

Nowadays, it is still believed that development emphasizing economic growth and praising
development under the trend is good, since it is right under the academic support such as
economics and capitalism ecology. These disciplines are on the vision of thoughts which aim to
battle against the nature and accommodate indefinite human needs. They are the focal point of
western technical trend followed by the whole world. However, with the discovery of cultural roots
and ecological management of the Maekhong basin farmers, it is time for us to produce our new
technical focal point. This should be on the basis of the eastern farmers’ vision that supports and
respects nature. Only then will technical development serve nature and the local people. On the

contrary, if the former technical focal point is based, then the whole world will always be balanced.
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