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Abstract

Project Code: TRG5280006
Project Title : Species diversity of marine sponges from Phi Phi Islands, the Andaman Sea
Investigators : Sumaitt PUTCHAKARN

Marine Science Research Division, Institute of Marine Science
Burapha University, Bangsaen, Chon Buri 20131 Thailand
E-mail Address: sumaitt@bims.buu.ac.th; sumaitt@gmail.com

Project Period : 16 March 2009 — 31 August 2012

Species diversity of marine sponges was investigated from various habitats at
Phi Phi Islands, Krabi province, Andaman Sea, during from February, 6-13 2010 and January,
15-22, 2011. Collections were conducted from 17 collection sites. Most of the collections were
carried out by hand and skin and SCUBA diving during daytime and the observations were
randomly collected throughout all collection sites. Three hundred and thirty seven sponge data
and specimens were collected. The results show 74 species of 2 classes from 13 orders, 33
families and 48 genera. Out of these, 16 species were the new records in Thai Waters and
more than 8 species could be new species. Xestospongia testudinaria (Lamarck, 1814) and
Amphimedon sp. “green” were the most abundance species of the study area, followed by
Stylissa carteri (Dendy, 1889), Rhabderemia sp. “red” wa¥ Haliclona (Halichoclona) sp.1
“orange”. Order Haploaclerida (19 species) was the most abundance sponge group, follow by
order Poecilosclerida (12 species) and Halichodrida (12 species). Moreover, the Phi phi Islands

could be representative of limestone underwater cliff habitat for sponge in the Andaman Sea.
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