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Abstract

This study aimed to explore sexuality and reproductive health of women with
disabilities by using qualitative research methodology. The methology was in-depth
interviews with 13 women with disabilities that included 5 mobility disability, 4 blind
people and 5 deaf people. Age of the respondents was between 20-59 years.
Educational level of respondents was from grade 6 to studying Ph.D level and marital
status was single, having boyfriends and married.

The findings indicated that women with disability regard themselves not as
abnormal, they think that they have some limitations of moving or seeing, or
communications difculties, but they are able to do anything like others. They need
dignity and honor as human but they think that they were discriminated, stigmatized
by society especially in terms of reproductive health. While women with disability
realized that sex is a natural thing, they sayed that women with disability rarely
received sex education and reproductive health knowledge due to society ignorance.

The deprivation from motherhood among women with disability was found in
this study. They were discourage, blamed when they were pregnant, some were
convinced or forced to be sterilized including experiencing violence. The study
indicated that gender and disability constructed double stigma toward women with
disability. Society portrayed sex was prohibited for them because of fear and danger
about sexual activity for women with disability. While women with disability have
agency to perform gender role and sexuality as others.

Recommendations: The promotion and support from the state and private
organizations including local municipalitys to surveil and protect the rights of women
with disability for sexual life and on women with disability is needed. Changing
attitudes of officers to promote reproductive health rights is suggested. We should
provide knowledge, positive attitudes on reproductive rights through family and
educational both formal and informal systems.





