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Psychoanalytic theory has been influential in the Western world since the 19th century.
Countless scholars have studied it and applied it to their analyses of various pieces of literature, film,
and other creative works. Psychoanalysis has, however, received little attention among Thai scholars.
Only a few have attempted to use it in their work, and those who do use it have mostly applied it to
Western literature and film. Such is the case despite the fact that several Thai authors have been
influenced by the psychoanalytic theory, and several Thai works are especially ripe for psychoanalytic
reading. | propose, therefore, to investigate two major concepts in psychoanalysis, namely the
Oedipus complex and trauma, and use them to analyze 9 pieces of modern Thai literature and film.
They are Chua Fa Din Salai (Eternity) by Riam-eng (1943) and the film adaptation by the same name
by M.L. Pundevanop Devakul (2010), Rueng Khong Chan Dara (The Story of Chan Dara) by Utsana
Ploengtham (1965), its film adaptations by Nonsri Nimibutr (2001) and by M.L. Pundevanop Devakul
(2012, 2013), La (Hunt) by Thommayanti (1977), Lab Lae Lai Mek (Cloud-patterned Screen) by
Piyaporn Sakkasem (2002), and the flm Chuen (Slice) by Khongkiat Khomsiri (2009).
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