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This research studies the state formation process, cultural landscape, and distribution
of archaeological sites in relation to the physical geography in central Sichon District,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. This area is situated in Peninsular Siam, an important
region that opened to Trans-Asiatic Trade and cultural influences since at least the 4™ century
BCE. Tambralinga, a significant kingdom, developed in this region on the east coast of
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province during approximately the 5™ to 11" centuries CE. It was
regenerated as Nakhon Si Thammarat Kingdom in around the 12" century CE and finally
annexed to Ayutthaya Kingdom in around the 15" century CE. Tambralinga was the
foundation of greatness for Nakhon Si Thammarat Kingdom which was the most important
trade center and political power in Peninsular Siam in the 13" century. Although one of the
earliest states in Peninsular Siam and Southeast Asia, Tambralinga has insufficiently been
studied by archaeologists. Thus, this research projects examines archaeological remains,
historical record, and landscape of Tambralinga in order to put it in the broader conceptual,
historical, and geographical contexts. It discovers that Tambralinga Kingdom was formed in
the context of Trans-Asiatic social interaction and had complex socio-political organization
related to Hinduism, which was demonstrated in the landscape as well. The heartland of
Tambralinga was on the coastal land of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province and had 3 main
ecozones, including the mountains, the flood plains, and the seashores, between which people
commuted and exchanged goods. In this heartland, the central part of Sichon District
between the Tha Khwai, Tha Chieo, and Tha Thon Rivers was in the floodplain suitable for
wet-rice cultivation which could have produced rice for a large population. Also, this area
had the highest density of brick shrines and the largest religious complex at Khao Kha in the
Tambralinga period, attesting to the significance of this area in the history of Southeast Asia
as well. This area therefore was probably a very important population center in, if not the
capital city of, Tambralinga Kingdom.

Keywords : Tambralinga, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Peninsular Siam, State Formation, Early
Historic Settlement Pattern, Cultural Landscape



SWHLASINTS: TRG5680069

F21ATINIT: “AUALLAUSUTUINTAY0INIUNTAIR: NSANWINITNTEA8AIVaLAIlUSIUAR
nsnemvessy warniifausssuluwndinedvanaunans FmiauATAISIINTIY

v A

YaunIve: as.dunendu Yugy annInendededneal
E-mail Address : wn35@cornell.edu

528219811ATINT: 3 AQuUIey 2556-31 5u3MAN 2559

[
LY =

UIFYTULANYINTEUIUNTNOAIVD

o [y

5 TSIy LazNINTELfTe VA UTIAART
frnudenlesfiudnvauneneamuesanwglimansluuinameunanivessinedva Samin
UASATTITUIY ﬁuﬁLLﬁﬂﬁé\gﬂa&‘jmeﬁwiaamﬁLﬁuammuﬁ@maaﬂémiﬁwLLazmsmiamiamq
fausssutumiviodeusudsnenssei 4 fouaSammaiduduun Ssidddusumnuvianils
Tuvinniie “ommshed” Afautuuulmsans fusonvesiminunselsssusvlusaianiss
7l 5-10 uazseanldndransingorandnsunsisssuselusnasadanssui 12 Aeuilazgnuuinidn
fUDIINTRLSEUTIIATARANITTY 15 omndnsnudsdduiunnguiiadyreserundns
upsATsIINTIvATaTeielngaluguraudnansmaasugiauaznsilosuunuamsasuilusn
AYarAnsTwi 13 Aasieamsdsdasduenandnlunasuisnarveaoidons uonidedddusndy
LilFsunsfinwegaiissnemeimlusaed fofu ouidetuilfdnvmdngumslusouni
UseiRmand uazniviainomunsaed tofendlisguisteglutiuniinfalnandifumedy
wATAAMIITINT MalseIReans wasmanienans nuullddunuienandnsnumsdd
I¢nesiuluuiumasnisiiuniviedouasinisinssdounmmadeasdsauiidudoud
doulostumaundugilignasrieuseninlunifamsssuvesiguisidnie Aunaududuiloves
mmwaﬁaﬁﬁfuagﬂuﬁiwmséjwwLaﬁuaﬁwﬁfmuﬂiﬂ%iimwmazﬁu'%nmmaﬁnﬂ%mmaﬁ’m’su 3 190
Hundn Usenoude lwaifleninn wedtsutvhsde uasisseilmen Seeulfdumdlamg
wazuanivAsuduissrinetu luuinausuduinliewmunsisduisd fufineunansuessunedva

4 ' a | ' a o w [ LY X aX a H ! = o
TFENINAADINIYVYT AABDINIAINY LLazﬁa@QWWWU&JQ?WN&WQ@L‘UU@UQJ’V] NUNULTUNTIVUININDIN

(%
| [

winzaufunsingUgnininanunsandadniiieldesUssansuunalvgle wenaini Nunuvaddsdl

ANUTUILLLTRdlUT N UBg luadumunsdfgen wasdallusaanuanivunlvgwasdl



