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Abstract

Project Code : TRG 5780xxx

Project Title : the cultural dimensions of beliefs, traditions, rituals and meanings through

the funeral chanting of the ethnic Taidum

Investigator : SUNTORN WORAHAN Ubonratchathani RaJabhat University

E-mail Address : Sworahan@yahoo.com

Project Period : June 2014 — December 2016

A study on the chanting ritual performed in the funeral of the ethnic Taidum
aimed to explore the cultural dimensions of beliefs, traditions, rituals and meanings
through the funeral chanting of the ethnic Taidum, to compare beliefs and traditions
relating to the funeral rites and to preserve and revive the culture of the ethnic Taidum
to the ASEAN community. The study found that in the cultural dimensions of beliefs,
traditions, rituals and meanings, gratitude and mourning were found. Other beliefs found
were the ritual was to be performed according to the tradition; otherwise the bad thing
could befall. There was a belief that after a person died, he or she had to be told the
person had died. There was a belief in the omen and bad fortune. If these were
present, the bad thing could be expected. There was a belief that a person got sick
because his or her ‘kwan’ or ‘soul’ leaves his or her body. There was a belief that a
nightmare was a bad omen. As regards the family relations, a man was compared to
the front legs of an elephant, meaning that men played more important role. As for the
treatment of sickness, the ethnic Taidum used both herbs and superstition. The
superstitious rite was performed by a witch doctor. Khwan according to the belief of
this ethnic group was divided into three parts: one lived in a grave yard, another lived

in a house and the last lived in the sky. There were other practices which symbolized



the nostalgic feeling, the utopian city, the respect for the guardian deities, the world
after death and love and bonds in a family. The chanting in the ethnic group in the
study indicated a bribery, corruption and bad conduct in society. On the contrary, the
chanting as performed in the funeral of ethnic Taidum in Laos symbolized a glory and
praise of the dead, and hospitality. The interview of those concerned showed that the

chanting in Laos remained somehow unchanged while that in Thailand had changed.

Keywords : Ritual Performed, Tai Dum, ASEAN, Uneral Meaning
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