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Abstract
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The freshwater gastropod in the family Viviparidae are cosmopolitan with very diverse forms and
species complex occurring in various types of aquatic habitats. The snails of the genus
Filopaludina Habe, 1964 (or Hoi Kom in Thai) are important protein sources for people
consumption in this region and others. The exploitation of viviparid snails is somewhat worrying
about their ecological disturbance, plus the snails are threatens. However, the basic taxonomy of
the group is still problematic. A reliable systematics is crucial assisting the conservation movement
for species and aquatic ecosystems, and to ensure sustainable harvest of exploited species. So,
taxonomic boundaries of Filopaludina were examined using a combined morphological and
phylogenetic approach, the latter based on mitochondrial gene sequences using neighbor joining,
maximum likelihood, Bayesian inference and species delimitation analyses. This research is now
proposing to resolve the systematic problems of Filopaludina comparing with the previous
morphological results, as well as collecting the information on the dynamics of the trade in
Filopaludina. These will be a great solution for conserving the pond snails Filopaludina and

managing the good use for these important resources in the future.
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