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The purpose of this sequential exploratory mixed methods research is to 1) To explore
the current issue, antecedents, and guiding principles to promote vocational education in
multicultural society and armed conflict areas of the special development zone of southern border
provinces of Thailand; 2) To explore a structural relationship of factors influencing vocational
education in multicultural society of the special development zone of southern border provinces
of Thailand; 3) To confirm a structural relationship of factors influencing vocational education in
multicultural society and armed conflict areas of the special development zone of southern border
provinces of Thailand.This paper used Bronfenbrener’'s Ecological Model of Human Development
to explore a broad range of variables within social environment of children, the immediate
environment of children’s to more distant environments. The two-phase sequential exploratory
mixed methods research begin with an exploratory qualitative case study conducted in-depth
interviews and focus groups with twenty students, parents, teachers, vocational education
specialists and a religious leader. Next, the quantitative research developed a questionnaire
survey in order to further explore a hypothesis model with three hundred samples.

The findings of the qualitative research aimed to answer the first research question and
found that the factors influencing the public school enroliment of the students in armed conflict
zones in southern Thailand consisted of the migration of Thai Buddhists due to fears of violence.
However, the majority of Thai Malay Muslim parents, especially the poor, and those with many
children prefer to send their children to Pondoks or private Islamic schools, which result in poor
quality education. This is demonstrated by the fact that many students cannot read or write Thai,
there is also social inequality in term of urban and rural schools, concerning issues such as drugs
and substance abuse among young people.

The findings from the quantitative research aimed to answer the second and third
research questions in order to test the hypothetical model to determine whether or not there is
causal relationship between family background, educational management, social support,
personal atrributes, and vocationa education enrollment. The fit indices of the structural model
show all of the selected criteria and suggest that the overall model-data fit is reasonable and
acceptable. (Chi-Square = 244.33, df=61, p-value= 0.000, RMSEA= 0.10, SRMR=0.12, NFI=
0.93, CFI= 0.94, GFI=0.90) Therefore, the proposed model fit with the empirical data.



The hypotheses were answered, and the results revealed the following findings. H1 is
that there is a structural relationship between family background, educational management,
social support, personal attributes, and vocational education enrollment. H1.1 is that education
management and family background has a direct effect on personal attributes. H1.2 is that
educational management has a positive direct effect on vocational education enrollment. H1.3 is
that personal attributes has a positive direct effect on vocational education enroliment. H1.4 is
that education management, social support and family background have indirect effect on

vocational education enrollment.
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